
         
 Curry County Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 

December 19, 2019 Meeting Minutes 

. 
 

ATTENDANCE: 
Member 

x 

Connie Atwood,  
Consumer Member, Vice 
Chair 
akanonnies411@hotmail.co
m  

x 
Dori Statton,  
Consumer Member 
Statton_dori@hotmail.com   

 

Elizabeth Lortscher 
Consumer Member 
elortscher@outlook.co
m  
  

x 

Sharon Daymond, 
Consumer Member 
sharondaymond@yahoo.co
m  

 
Ben Cannon  
Curry Community Health 
cannonb@currych.org  

x 

April Jordan 
Consumer Member- 
Tribal representation  
jamlilly88@gmail.com 

x 

Michelle Hanna  
Coast Community Health 
MichelleH@coastcommunit
yhealth.org  
  

x 

Sherri Estelle 
Consumer Member 
sherriestelle2003@yahoo.com  
 

x 

Connie Hunter 
Community Ambassador 
Mental Health Executive 
Council 
Connie.Hunter@outlook
.com   
 

x 

Beth Barker-Hidalgo 
UWSWO & Curry County 
Housing and Homeless 
Coalition 
Impact@unitedwayswo.org  

x 

Joshua Farley 
Community Member- LGBTQ 
representation  
farleyjoshuah0201@gmail.com 

x 

Mendy Hayne  
Brookings Church of the 
Nazarene 
mendy@brookingsnaz.o
rg 

 
Commissioner Court Boice 
boicec@co.curry.or.us  
 

x 
Elaine Lortscher 
Consumer Member 
elainelortscher@gmail.com  

  

Guest 

 

Mona Chandler 
CASA of Curry County 
Mona@casaofcurrycounty.
org 

 

Laura Williams,  
Director of Community 
Engagement, 
Advanced Health 
Laura.Williams@advancedhealth
.com   

x 

                                                                     
Bonnie Ell 
Community Engagement 
Coord. 
Advanced Health 
Bonnie.Ell@advancedhe
alth.com  
  

 

Jesse Leguee, 
Community Health Worker 
Advanced Health 
jessel@woahcco.com  

 
Jan Barker 
Addictions Director 
Curry Community 

 

Gretchen Koenig 
OASIS 
Gretchen.k@oasisshelte
rhome.org  

x Belle Shepherd  Kate Frame  Bethanee Grace 
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Innovator Agent 
Oregon Health Authority 
Belle.shepherd@state.or.us  

Advanced Health 
Prescription Drug Overdose 
Prevention Coordinator 
Kate.Frame@advancedhealth.co
m  

ORCCA/Head Start 
Bgrace.schs@orcca.us  

x 
Gordon Clay 
Suicide Watch 
gordonclay@aol.com  

  
Beth Beasley 
Curry Community Health 
beasleyb@currych.org  

 

Statia Ryder 
Curry Watersheds 
statia@currywatersheds
.org  
 

 

Sam Vendrathi, MBA 
Advanced Health                  
Program Manager - THW 
Sam.Vendrathi@advancedh
ealth.com  

x 

Mellissah Hendrickson 
South Coast Business 
Employment Corporation  
mhendrickson@scbec.org 
 

x 

Lualhati Anderson  
SCC- Older Adult 
Behavioral Health 
Initiative 
lualhati.anderson@co.la
ne.or.us  
 

    
Heather Baumer 
SCREL Hub 
Hbaumer.screl@orcca.us   

 

Kristen Davis 
Curry Community 
Health 
Medical Operations 
Director 
DavisK@currych.org  

x 

Natalie White 
Oasis Shelter Home 
Natalie.w@oasisshelterho
me.org  

x 

Mellanie Caldera 
Oasis Shelter 
Mellanie.c@oasisshelterhome.or
g 

 

Tracy Wallace 
OSU Extension Office 
Tracy.Wallace@oregons
tate.edu  

 
Jay Trost 
City of Brookings 
trostj@co.curry.or.us  

x 

Leah Lorincz 
Advanced Health 
Leah.Lorincz@advancedhealth.c
om 
 

 
Corinne Potts 
SCREL 
Cpotts.screl@orcca.us  

 

Marka Turner 
Coos Curry Housing 
Authority 
mturner@ccnbchas.org  

x  

Jackie Antunes 
Wally’s House 
jackie@wallyshouse.org  
 
 

 

 
Stephanie Polizzi 
OSU Extension Office 
stephanie.polizzi@oreg
onstate.edu  
 

x 
Jen Shafer 
United Way 
info@unitedwayswo.org  

 Ben Messner 
Advanced Health, CEO  

Karen Thornton 
Coast Community 
Health 
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 Ben.messner@advancedhealth.c

om 
 

Karent@coastcommunit
yhealth.org  
 

 

Adam Martin 
Compliance Officer 
Advanced Health 
Adam.martin@advancedhe
alth.com  

 

Veronica Delmoral 
Advanced Health 
Veronica.Delmoral@advancedhe
alth.com  

 

Ross Acker 
Director of Care 
Coordination 
Advanced Health 
Ross.Acker@advancedh
ealth.com  

 

Dr. Kent Sharman 
Chief Medical Officer- 
Advanced Health 
Kent.sharman@advancedh
ealth.com  

 

Amarissa Wooden 
Advanced Health Quality 
Manager 
amarissa.wooden@advancedhea
lth.com 

x 

Belle Shepard 
OHA 
Innovator Agent 
BELLE.SHEPHERD@dhso
ha.state.or.us 

 
Will Wasson 
VA- Suicide Prevention 
William.wasson2@va.gov 

 

Katy Halverson 
Director of Behavioral Health 
Advanced Health 
Katy.halverson@advancedhealth
.com 

 

Christina Karsen Gray 
DHS Child Welfare 
Christina.karsengray@d
hsoha.state.or.us  

TOPIC DISCUSSION/INFORMATION ACTION 
REQUIRED By When 

1.0 Call to 
Order        

Sharon Daymond called the meeting to order at 12:15 
pm.   

2.0 Council 
Business 

Dori Statton made a motion to approve the November 
21, 2019 minutes.  Connie Atwood seconded the 
motion and it was unanimously approved.  Sharon 
mentioned that the CAC members had voted on 2 new 
funding requests: 

- $1,500 SCBEC gas vouchers for job searcher 
- $1,000 Empty Bowls fundraiser hosted by 

UWSWO to help promote food security 
 

The CAC also voted in one new community member- 
Mendy Hayne from Brooking Church of the Nazarene. 

  

3.0 
Advanced 
Health 
Updates 

Curry Advanced Health (AH) assisted a homeless 
member with a week’s worth of tent camping at a 
campground. 

Maggie Lowery and Jesse Leguee had a small but lively 
turnout at their monthly Curry Community Case 
Management meeting at Curry General Hospital where 
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they introduced AH’s new Director of Care 
Coordination, Ross Acker, who shared the OHA 2020 
vision.  They were excited to meet the new Dietician 
for CHN, Jane Doroff, who is in the process of creating 
a Diabetic Education program for Curry County which 
they have not had for some years.  Also, Jeff Turner, 
LCSW at Curry General Hospital will now be working 
out of the primary care clinics in Brookings and Gold 
beach doing behavioral health assessments and 
counseling.   

Maggie helped a member with an appeal to advantage 
dental and was told by Advantage Dental Case 
Management that there should be traveling dentists to 
the clinics in Brookings, Gold Beach and Bandon and 
members should be able to make appointments.  If 
this is not the case, they should call the 800 number 
(1-888-468-0022) and register a complaint or call our 
member services and register the complaint there. 

Maggie did orientation training with a new PCP, Dr. Hal 
Lowry, who will begin seeing patients in Port Orford in 
January at the Coast Community Health Center.  The 
pharmacy is now open and the Outreach office has 
moved in as well.   

 

3.0 
Traditional 
Healthcare 
Worker 

Oasis Shelter Home- shelter has gone through a 
makeover in 2019- they offer tours.  Community 
partners adopted rooms and made them beautiful.  
They also started a new rental assistance programs as 
well as Advocacy programs.  They have also begun a 
Youth Survivors Support group and GED group. 

United Way of Southwestern Oregon- Jen Shafer 
promoted their ‘Day of Caring’ where they help people 
with yard work who are unable to do so themselves.  
They also have a Coats & Shoes program where they 
delivered 373 items, including some to Riley Creek.  
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They are looking for volunteers from Curry for their 
Grantmaking Program review panel.   

Curry County- Summer Matteson reported on the 
work of the county- employment, airport, fire 
department 

SCBEC- Mellissah Hendrickson- 5 full ride scholarships 
for the Truck Driver program, 2 CNA scholarships and 
they introduced their in-school youth program and 
SCBEC expanded to 6 counties added 2 jobs in Curry 
County. Assisted over 70 people in finding full time 
positions. 

OHA- Belle Sheperd reported on the December OHA 
report- see notes below. 

Connie Atwood- reported on how proud she is of the 
accomplishments Advanced Health made to reach CCO 
2.0 requirements and reported on being grateful to be 
part of the Every Child Curry program that formed this 
year, which supports foster families and DHS. 

Beth Barker-Hidalgo- reported on the great work of 
United Way of Southwestern Oregon and how their 
work aligns so well with the efforts of the CACs.  She 
also mentioned the Empty Bowls fundraiser which will 
help to benefit food security for the County.  She is 
also proud of the Resource Center and how many 
people they’ve been able to serve in 2019 since 
opening.  Beth also mentioned that the Poverty 
Simulation training is coming to Curry in 2020. 

 

Connie Hunter- expressed gratitude to be part of the 
Curry CAC and to everyone for their hard work.  She 
also noted the work that has been done to support 
Veterans and to support them in the opioid epidemic. 
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Joshua Farley reported on the wellness tonics/drinks 
that are being served at the Foxglove in Brookings. 

Michelle Hanna- Reported on the new pharmacy 
through Coast Community Health and Outreach walk-
in services in Port Orford in the Auburn Center.  
Providers will be coming in  

Wendy Lang- Juvenile Department noted that the 
focus has been on South County and youth in crisis 
down there.  They are also seeing 9-12 year olds 
unfortunately with drug and alcohol abuse.  They are 
working on teaching youth skills now vs just picking up 
trash along the highways.   

Gordon Clay- Thanked the CAC for their support and 
for the work they are doing in the County.  Gordon 
reported he has 163 locations where he has the ‘Are 
You Okay?’ cards available and has replaced over 1,000 
cards! Gordon noted that over the Suicide Prevention 
Magazine, which was supported by Advanced Health 
and AllCare and then supported by 43 businesses and 
organizations and 44 individuals who donated $50 
each.  Gordon has also started the Suicide Prevention 
Council, which has now been approved by the Board of 
Curry County Commissioners- now there are 17 open 
positions which need to be filled by stakeholders.  
Gordon is asking the CAC and guests to apply.  The first 
meeting will be held on Wed., February 5th at 5 pm. 

Lualhati Anderson- Older Adult Behavioral Health 
Initiative.  Hosted a Summit at the Mill Casino with 
over 80 attendees.  WISE (Wellness Initiative for Senior 
Education)- Lualhati completed the training for that.  
WISE training will be held on Jan. 23rd from 1-3 pm at 
Curry Community Health in Brookings. 

4.0 
Advanced 
Health 
Updates 

Bonnie Ell reminded everyone that free trainings are 
available through South Coast Together on Adverse 
Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and Resiliency. 

  



         
 Curry County Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 

December 19, 2019 Meeting Minutes 

. 
Bonnie also mentioned that the Curry Community 
Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) has the following 
workgroups forming and that anyone is welcome to 
join: 

- Behavioral Health 
- Dental Health 
- Access to Healthcare 
- Food and Nutrition  
- Housing and Homelessness 
- Youth and Seniors 
- Workforce and Economic Development 

Report from Curry Advanced health staff: 

Curry Advanced Health staff assisted a homeless 
member with a week’s worth of tent camping at a 
campground. 

Maggie Lowery and Jesse Leguee had a small but lively 
turnout at their monthly Curry Community Case 
Management meeting at Curry General Hospital, 
where they introduced their new Director of Care 
Coordination, Ross Acker, who shared the OHA 2020 
vision.  We were excited to meet the new Dietician for 
CHN, Jane Doroff, who is in the process of creating a 
Diabetic Education program for Curry County which we 
have not had for some years.  Also, Jeff Turner, LCSW 
at Curry General Hospital will now be working out of 
the primary care clinics in Brookings and Gold beach 
doing behavioral health assessments and counseling.   

Maggie helped a member with an appeal to advantage 
dental and was told by Advantage Dental Case 
Management that there should be traveling dentists to 
the clinics in Brookings, Gold Beach and Bandon and 
members should be able to make appointments.  If 
this is not the case, they should call the 800 number 
(1-888-468-0022) and register a complaint or call our 
member services and register the complaint there. 
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Maggie did orientation training with a new PCP, Dr. Hal 
Lowry, who will begin seeing patients in Port Orford in 
January at the Coast Community Health Center.  The 
pharmacy is now open and the Outreach office has 
moved in as well.   

6.0 OHA 
Updates 

  

 

Oregon Health Authority (OHA)              
CAC update  

December 2019 

Submitted by Belle Shepherd, Innovator Agent 

Email: Belle.shepherd@dhsoha.state.or.us 

Cell/Text: 503-983-1929 

 
 REPORTS and NEWS:  

 
1. The Transformation Center hosted an event 

about Health-related Services (HRS) on 11-5-
19.  Health Related services are non-covered 
services that are offered as a supplement to 
covered benefits under Oregon’s Medicaid 
State Plan to improve care delivery and overall 
member and community health and well-
being.  Health-related services include both 
“flexible services” for individuals and 
“community benefit initiatives” for 
community-level interventions.  The 
documents from the event  can now be found 
at: https://www.oregon.gov/oha/HPA/dsi-
tc/Pages/Health-Related-Services-Path-
Ahead.aspx  
 

2. Reminder: Webinars for CACs: CCO 2.0 
Contract and Rule Changes Impacting CACs.  
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This webinar was previously scheduled for 
December but has been pushed back due to 
changes in rules and contract language 
timelines. The same webinar will be hosted 
twice:  

 1/21/20 noon-1 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.
com/register/5264962353023
129357  

 1/22/20 10-11 a.m. 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.
com/register/3739542016523
85805  

 

WE WANT YOUR INPUT! We really do listen!  

 
1. Reminder: CAC Member Needs 

Assessment Survey from the 
Transformation Center:  This survey is to 
get feedback from CAC members on how 
the TC can support their roles as CAC 
members.  Please complete by December 
20th.   

English: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7X
H2CTD  

Spanish: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/L9
T7GJX  

 

7.00 
Community 
Partner 
Updates 

 
- Mellissah Hendrickson with South Coast 

Business Employment Corporation  
mentioned they have one open slot for the 
truck driver program. 

- Gordon Clay mentioned that they are 
accepting applications for community 
members and agency representatives to serve 
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on the newly formed Suicide Prevention 
Council in Curry.  He also brought a publication 
called ‘Fatherhood’ which he encouraged 
everyone to take and place in their offices.  
This publication shares ways for fathers to get 
involved in the lives of their children, whether 
they are incarcerated, don’t live with their 
children etc. 

- Oasis Shelter Home has 5 slots available for 
Thanksgiving baskets in Gold Beach. 

- Mendy Hayne from Brookings Church of the 
Nazarene church mentioned that they have a 
few open slots for families in need of 
Thanksgiving baskets. 

- Beth Barker-Hidalgo mentioned that the 
Resource Center is close to having served 200 
people (in under a year)! 

8.00 
Meeting 
Adjourned 

Meeting was called to an end at 1:05 pm.   

Bonnie Ell, 12/19/2019 
  

 

 


