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Sublocade/Brixadi for Opioid Use Disorder Drug Use Criteria 

 

Created: 1/2024 

Updated:  

 

Includes: 

  

 Sublocade© Injection    Buprenorphine 

 Brixadi© Injection    Buprenorphine 

 

GUIDELINE FOR USE: 

 

1. Is the requested medication Sublocade (buprenorphine injection)? 

a. If yes, go to 2. 

b. If no, go to 4. 

 

2. Has the patient had at least 7-days of 8 to 24mg of a transmucosal buprenorphine product? 

a. If yes, go to 7. 

b. If no, go to 3. 

 

3. Is there a plan to ensure the patient has had a minimum of 7-days of transmucosal buprenorphine 

product? 

a. If yes, go to 7. 

b. If no, reach out to the provider explaining FDA labeling states Sublocade is indicated to treat 

OUD in patients after treatment has been inducted and adjusted with 8 to 24 mg of a 

transmucosal buprenorphine-containing product for a minimum of 7 days. 

 

4. Is the requested medication Brixadi (buprenorphine injection)? 

a. If yes, go to 5. 

b. If no, go to appropriate Drug Use Criteria. This criterion is only for the long-acting injectable 

buprenorphine products. See Fee for Service Drug Use Criteria Buprenorphine and 

Buprenorphine/Naloxone. 

 

5. Is the request for the monthly injection? 

a. If yes, go to 6. 

b. If no, go to 7. 

 

6. Has the member been established on buprenorphine treatment? 

a. If yes, go to 7. 

b. If no, request provider to change to weekly injection as the monthly rejections is not intended 

for patients who are not currently receiving buprenorphine treatment. 

 

7. Is there documentation supporting a process to ensure that the member will not have access to the 

medication (i.e., the provider will order and administer the medication or the pharmacy will mail it to 

the provider directly and provider will administer)? 
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a. If yes, approve for up to 12 months (depending on initiation dose or maintenance dose). 

b. If no, reach out to provider explaining the Risk Evaluation and Mitigation Strategy (REMS) 

program for the long-acting buprenorphine injections. Injections must be given by healthcare 

providers and the medication must never be dispensed directly to a patient.  

 

 

Rationale: 

 

To provide access to the long-acting buprenorphine injectable medications while ensuring compliance to the 

REMS programs.  

 

FDA Approved Indications: 

 

SUBLOCADE contains buprenorphine, a partial opioid agonist, and is indicated for the treatment of moderate to 

severe opioid use disorder in patients who have initiated treatment with a buprenorphine containing product, 

followed by dose adjustment for a minimum of 7 days. SUBLOCADE should be used as part of a complete 

treatment program that includes counseling and psychosocial support.  

 

BRIXADI is indicated for the treatment of moderate to severe opioid use disorder in patients who have initiated 

treatment with a single dose of a transmucosal buprenorphine product or who are already being treated with 

buprenorphine. BRIXADI should be used as part of a complete treatment plan that includes counseling and 

psychosocial support. 

 

References: 

• Brixadi Prescribing Information. Revised 5/2023. 

https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/drugsatfda_docs/label/2023/210136Orig1s000lbl.pdf  

• Sublocade Prescribing Information. Revised 12/2023. 

https://www.sublocaderems.com/pdfs/PrescribingInformation  

https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/drugsatfda_docs/label/2023/210136Orig1s000lbl.pdf
https://www.sublocaderems.com/pdfs/PrescribingInformation

